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						who wasn’t willing to let it go. 
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						“I respect your artistic integrity, Juliana, but if you want to show in my 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						gallery, I’ll need more than a peek at your portfolio.”  Jason Higginsbotham 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						scooted back from his desk and unzipped his fly.  “You don’t have a tongue 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						piercing, do you?  Renoir doesn’t care for the feel of metal studs.” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						I closed my portfolio and watched him take a rather small, flaccid penis out 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						of the front fold of his plaid boxers.  “You call your penis Renoir?” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						He showed me two rows of perfectly capped teeth.  “Much more dignified 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						than Mr. Johnson, don’t you think?” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“Sure.”  I needed money, but not this bad, so I stood.  “I appreciate you 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						taking the time to see me, Jason, but I think I’ll pass.” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						His face fell.  “If it’s the piercing issue, you can just take out—” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“It’s not the piercing issue.  You and Renoir have a nice day.”  I picked up 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						my portfolio and walked out of his office. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						I stood outside for a moment to rebuild my wrecked composure.  
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Higginsbotham Galleries had a long-established rep for backing new artists, and 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						now I knew why.  I wasn’t ever again going to look at any painter who’d shown 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						there without imagining them on their knees behind that desk. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Jason’s secretary, a thin, thirty-something redhead who wore suits so 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						tailored and perfect that she resembled a display mannequin, peered at me 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						through the latest trend in ugly horn rims.  “I see you met Renoir.” 
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