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						Pearl tassels
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						materials
					
				

				
					
						earrings
					
				

				
					
						• 2 
						16-in. (41cm) Strands 4mm freshwater 
					
				

				
					
						pearls (sufficient for 3 tassels)
					
				

				
					
						• 
						2g Seed beads, size 110, silver
					
				

				
					
						• 2 
						10mm Silver filigree beads
					
				

				
					
						• 2 
						6 x 4mm Faceted glass rondelles
					
				

				
					
						• 
						Fireline fishing line, 6-8 lb. test
					
				

				
					
						• 
						10 in. (25cm) 24-gauge Silver wire 
					
				

				
					
						• 2 
						Earring findings with loops
					
				

				
					
						necklace
					
				

				
					
						• 
						4mm Pearls remaining from earring project
					
				

				
					
						• 
						1g Seed beads, size 110, silver
					
				

				
					
						• 7-9 
						10mm Silver filigree beads
					
				

				
					
						• 24-30 
						8-10mm Freshwater pearls 
					
				

				
					
						• 32-40 
						6 x 4mm Faceted glass rondelles
					
				

				
					
						• 
						5 in. (13cm) 24-gauge Silver wire
					
				

				
					
						• 
						Flexible beading wire, .014 or .019
					
				

				
					
						• 2 
						Crimp beads
					
				

				
					
						• 1 
						Clasp
					
				

				
					
						• 
						G-S Hypo Cement
					
				

				
					
						Tools: 
						roundnose, crimping, and chainnose 
					
				

				
					
						pliers, diagonal wire cutters, 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						a
					
				

			

			
				
					
						d
					
				

			

			
				
					
						b
					
				

			

			
				
					
						e
					
				

			

			
				
					
						tassel earrings
					
				

				
					
						Cut a 7-in. (18cm) length of Fireline.
					
				

				
					
						String a seed bead to 2 in. (5cm) from
					
				

				
					
						the tail end and tie the tail and working
					
				

				
					
						thread in a square knot (see “Basics,” 
					
				

				
					
						p. 19). String a pearl and slide it over the
					
				

				
					
						tail and next to the bead.
					
				

				
					
						Tie the tail and working thread
					
				

				
					
						together in another square knot 
						(photo
					
				

				
					
						a)
						. Glue the knot and allow it dry. String
					
				

				
					
						2 more pearls on the working thread
					
				

				
					
						and the tail. Trim the tail above the last
					
				

				
					
						pearl 
						(photo b)
						. 
					
				

				
					
						String 6 more pearls and 2 seed
					
				

				
					
						beads. The beaded length should 
					
				

				
					
						measure approximately 1
					
					
						1
					
					
						⁄
					
					
						2 
					
					
						in. (3.8cm). 
					
				

				
					
						Repeat steps 1-3 six more times. 
					
				

				
					
						Gather all 7 strand ends together,
					
				

				
					
						snugging up the pearls. Tie the ends
					
				

				
					
						together with an overhand knot (see
					
				

				
					
						“Basics”) and slip an awl into the knot
					
				

				
					
						before tightening it. Pull the awl and
					
				

				
					
						knot against the beads as you tighten the
					
				

				
					
						knot so there is no slack in the strands
					
				

				
					
						(photo c)
						.
					
				

				
					
						Cut a 5-in. (13cm) length of 
					
				

				
					
						24-gauge wire and make a small
					
				

				
					
						wrapped loop at one end (see “Basics”). 
					
				

				
					
						Separate the thread ends into two
					
				

				
					
						groups. Pass one group through the
					
				

				
					
						wrapped loop and tie the thread groups
					
				

				
					
						onto the loop with 2-3 square knots
					
				

			

			
				
					
						c
					
				

			

			
				
					
						f
					
				

			

			
				
					
						(
						photo d
						). Glue the knots and let them
					
				

				
					
						dry. Trim the tails to 
					
					
						1
					
					
						⁄
					
					
						4 
					
					
						in. (6mm).
					
				

				
					
						Compress the loop with chainnose 
					
				

				
					
						pliers so it can be pulled into a bead.
					
				

				
					
						String a filigree bead and a glass 
					
				

				
					
						rondelle on the wire, pulling the wrapped
					
				

				
					
						loop and the knots into the filigree bead
					
				

				
					
						(photo e)
						. Make a wrapped loop above
					
				

				
					
						the rondelle.
					
				

				
					
						Open the loop on the earring 
					
				

				
					
						finding (see “Basics”) and link the
					
				

				
					
						wrapped loop to it. Close the earring
					
				

				
					
						finding’s loop 
						(photo f)
						.
					
				

				
					
						Make a second earring to match.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						g
					
				

			

			
				
					
						tassel necklace
					
				

				
					
						Follow steps 1-8 to make a tassel.
					
				

				
					
						Measure your neck to determine the
					
				

				
					
						necklace length and add 5 in. for finish-
					
				

				
					
						ing. Cut that length of beading wire.
					
				

				
					
						String the tassel to the wire’s center.
					
				

				
					
						String a pattern of rondelles, large
					
				

				
					
						pearls, and filigree beads on each end of
					
				

				
					
						the wire 
						(photo g)
						. Repeat the pattern
					
				

				
					
						until you reach the desired length.
					
				

				
					
						String a crimp on one end of the
					
				

				
					
						wire. Pass the wire through the loop on
					
				

			

			
				
					
						h
					
				

			

			
				
					
						one clasp half and back through the
					
				

				
					
						crimp and a few beads. Tighten the 
					
				

				
					
						loop and crimp the crimp bead (see
					
				

				
					
						“Basics” and 
						photo h)
						. Trim the excess
					
				

				
					
						wire. Tighten the beads and repeat at
					
				

				
					
						the other end. 
					
					
						w 
					
					
						– Pam O’Connor
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