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						Introduction 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Summary for t
						hose in a hurry 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						•
						 Other uses:
						 Don't think that you have to use this book just 
					
				

				
					
						for discussions. Some ideas could lead you on to other areas: 
					
				

				
					
						vocabulary, grammar, composition writing, etc. 
					
				

				
					
						•
						 Flexibility:
						 Be flexible. Choose your own path through the 
					
				

				
					
						book. Select and adapt the tasks to suit your students' needs. 
					
				

				
					
						Rework the exercises or use them as models for your own 
					
				

				
					
						ideas. 
					
				

				
					
						•
						 Comments:
						 Please write to me at Cambridge and let me 
					
				

				
					
						know your opinions and criticisms on the book, or e-mail 
					
				

				
					
						me:
						 
						adrian@list.it
						.
						 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						• Structure: There are 26 topic-related units - one for each 
					
				

				
					
						letter of the alphabet. Topics overlap between units, which 
					
				

				
					
						means that you can pass from one unit to another giving 
					
				

				
					
						your students a sense of thematic continuity. 
					
				

				
					
						• Level and use: 'Intermediate' covers an incredibly wide 
					
				

				
					
						spectrum of levels. You may find that you have to skip some 
					
				

				
					
						exercises (e.g. some of the hstening and reading passages) as 
					
				

				
					
						they may be too difficult for your intermediate class. This 
					
				

				
					
						shouldn't, however, mean that you can't proceed with the 
					
				

				
					
						discussion - the discussion questions which follow the 
					
				

				
					
						reading passages don't presuppose having read the text itself 
					
				

				
					
						Use the book both for back-up material to your coursebook, 
					
				

				
					
						or independentlyjas the basis for a conversation course. 
					
				

				
					
						Nearly all of the exercises can also be exploited with more 
					
				

				
					
						advanced classes. 
					
				

				
					
						• Choosing exercises: Don't feel you have to do every 
					
				

				
					
						exercise from every unit. Combine exercises from various 
					
				

				
					
						units as you choose both from this book and from 
					
				

				
					
						Discussions A~Z Advanced {which
						 has many exercises that 
					
				

				
					
						can be exploited at lower levels too). Don't follow the order 
					
				

				
					
						of the exercises unless you want to (or unless advised in the 
					
				

				
					
						teacher's notes), though you might like, to begin with the 
					
				

				
					
						first exercise in Appearances and end with the
						 Fun with 
					
				

				
					
						English section in English. Use the
						 Subject index
						 and 
					
				

				
					
						Links index to find related exercises in other units. 
					
				

				
					
						• Timing: Exercises vary in length from five to about ninety 
					
				

				
					
						minutes depending on your students' level and interest in 
					
				

				
					
						the topic. Don't impose any rigorous time limits unless you 
					
				

				
					
						have to, but don't persevere with a discussion that's getting 
					
				

				
					
						nowhere. However, it is important that students feel they 
					
				

				
					
						have completed an exercise and been linguistically 
					
				

				
					
						productive in the process. 
					
				

				
					
						> Personalisation: Try and relate exercises to current events 
					
				

				
					
						and things relevant to,your own students' lives. 
					
				

				
					
						I Taboo: Some topics may be sensitive for your students -
					
				

				
					
						they are marked with a %. Don't let this put you off doing 
					
				

				
					
						them unless you're sure they will react badly. If you think 
					
				

				
					
						they might, make sure you have back-up material ready (for 
					
				

				
					
						example, exercises from the Quizzes or You units). 
					
				

				
					
						Discussion groups: Most of the discussion exercises work 
					
				

				
					
						best in pairs or small groups. Explain to students that you 
					
				

				
					
						won't interrupt them while they talk (unless you notice 
					
				

				
					
						them repeatedly making the same mistake), but that you'll 
					
				

				
					
						note down mistakes they make for analysis at a later point. 
					
				

				
					
						In any case, before embarking on an exercise you should 
					
				

				
					
						anticipate any vocabulary and grammar problems that are 
					
				

				
					
						likely to arise, and revise these beforehand if necessary. 
					
				

				
					
						With more reticent classes you may need to drill or feed 
					
				

				
					
						them with relevant structures useftil for the specific 
					
				

				
					
						discussion task. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Speaking 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Most exercises on the student's page consist of a set of 
					
				

				
					
						questions to discuss. When these questions are preceded by 
					
				

				
					
						an introductory reading passage they should not be treated 
					
				

				
					
						as comprehension questions but as a springboard to 
					
				

				
					
						discussion. If you see no logical ordering in the numbering 
					
				

				
					
						of the questions let students read all the questions, and then 
					
				

				
					
						just select the ones they wish to discuss. Alternatively divide 
					
				

				
					
						students into small groups and ask them to discuss only the 
					
				

				
					
						first five often questions, for example. Those who finish 
					
				

				
					
						their discussion quickly can be asked to move on to the 
					
				

				
					
						other questions, whilst the more loquacious groups are 
					
				

				
					
						given enough time to finish their debates. 
					
				

				
					
						Don't let students think they have to stick to answering the 
					
				

				
					
						questions directly. Let them float around the questions and 
					
				

				
					
						bring in their own ideas. 
					
				

				
					
						Questions not discussed in the lesson can be set as titles for 
					
				

				
					
						compositions for homework; or written summaries can be 
					
				

				
					
						made of those questions that were answered during the lesson. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Reading
						 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Most of texts are authentic and come from a variety of 
					
				

				
					
						sources; some have been condensed or slightly modified. 
					
				

				
					
						They have been kept deliberately short and are
						 not
						 designed 
					
				

				
					
						to develop specific reading skills. Encourage students to 
					
				

				
					
						guess: 
					
				

				
					
						• where the texts come from - newspapers, scientific 
					
				

				
					
						journals, women's magazines, letters, interviews, literary 
					
				

				
					
						works. 
					
				

				
					
						• why they were written - to inform, instruct, convince, 
					
				

				
					
						advise, shock, amuse, deceive. 
					
				

				
					
						• who they were written for - age group, sex, nationality, 
					
				

				
					
						specialist, casual reader 
					
				

				
					
						• when they were written (where applicable). 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Although the aim of the text is not to act as a 
					
				

				
					
						comprehension exercise, students should obviously 
					
				

				
					
						understand most of what they read. Before photocopying, 
					
				

				
					
						underline in pencil any parts that you feel are essential for 
					
				

				
					
						an understanding of the text. Check the meaning of these 
					
				

				
					
						before going on to look at the text in more detail. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Introduction 
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