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						Introduction
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Background of United States Army
					
				

				
					
						Medals, Badges and Insignia
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Growing up in a southern family that has seen military ser-
					
				

				
					
						vice since the Cherokee Uprising in 1756, the Army has long
					
				

				
					
						been a part ofour family heritage. After retirement from the Army,
					
				

				
					
						I looked for some way to express my appreciation to all the men
					
				

				
					
						and women who have so unselfishly served our country for the
					
				

				
					
						past 225 years. The decision is to honor them with a book which
					
				

				
					
						explores the honors and rewards our grateful country has used to
					
				

				
					
						recognize her soldier. I hope that future generations will under-
					
				

				
					
						stand the significance of these unique symbols of service. These
					
				

				
					
						honors, in the form of decorations, medals, ribbons, badges and
					
				

				
					
						insignia, symbolize the valor, bravery, dedication, patriotism,
					
				

				
					
						skills and devotion to duty that millions of loyal Americans have
					
				

				
					
						so nobly demonstrated while protecting their nation and their
					
				

				
					
						fellow countrymen.
					
				

				
					
						World War II represented the United States Army's greatest
					
				

				
					
						victory. 
					
					
						It 
					
					
						also saw the major expansion of the Army's current
					
				

				
					
						system of awards, for service and development of most of the uni-
					
				

				
					
						form insignia we know today. This clearly makes World War II
					
				

				
					
						the place to begin the narrative.
					
				

				
					
						Of the millions ofAmerican citizens who have served in the
					
				

				
					
						Armed Forces of the United States since World War II, the major-
					
				

				
					
						ity served in the United States Army. This book tells the story of
					
				

				
					
						the honors they won, the skills they developed and the military
					
				

				
					
						symbols they served under.
					
				

				
					
						The book is not only for veterans of World War II, Korea,
					
				

				
					
						Vietnam, the Gulf War, Kosovo, the Liberation ofIraq and dozens
					
				

				
					
						of other skirmishes and expeditions, but also for veterans' fami-
					
				

				
					
						lies. 
					
					
						It 
					
					
						is probably more important for a soldier's family to read
					
				

				
					
						this book and gain an appreciation for the dedication and skill
					
				

				
					
						which goes into earning these awards.
					
				

				
					
						I am trying to tell the story ofour Army over the past 70 years
					
				

				
					
						through its symbols ofvalor, professional skill and esprit de corps.
					
				

				
					
						Every effort has been made to provide the criteria and background
					
				

				
					
						for each emblem. However, when it came to the area of shoulder
					
				

				
					
						sleeve insignia or patches, it soon became clear that we could
					
				

				
					
						only try to address the major units involved in each war (for the
					
				

				
					
						enthusiast, Major Peter Morgan has done a superb job of cover-
					
				

				
					
						ing the wide variety of shoulder sleeve insignia in his book, 
					
					
						The
					
				

				
					
						American Military Patch Guide). 
					
					
						Additionally, the area of unit
					
				

				
					
						crest and distinctive unit insignia is so vast that it could only be
					
				

				
					
						touched upon very briefly.
					
				

				
					
						Finally, as hard as we try, we know there will be mistakes in
					
				

				
					
						this book. We therefore invite all readers to send their comments,
					
				

				
					
						suggestions and corrections in care of the publisher. Thank you
					
				

				
					
						for using this book for, in so doing, you honor the memory of
					
				

				
					
						those great Americans, our Army veterans.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Silver
					
				

				
					
						_____ 
						Epaulette
					
				

				
					
						'"'''' ,r' ...,.,.....
					
				

			

			
				
					
						for
					
				

				
					
						Officers
					
				

			

			
				
					
						AMERICAN REVOLUTION
					
				

				
					
						At the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, 'the uniforms and
					
				

				
					
						insignia of the Army were basically the same as the Colonial regi-
					
				

				
					
						ments that fought in the French and Indian Wars. Pennsylvania
					
				

				
					
						troops wore green uniforms, New Jersey troops and South Carolina
					
				

				
					
						troops wore blue uniforms, while Connecticut soldiers wore red
					
				

				
					
						uniform coats. In 1775, Congress ordered all continental troops to
					
				

				
					
						wear brown uniforms but, by 1779 the standard was blue with dif-
					
				

				
					
						ferent colored facings for New England, the southern and the central
					
				

				
					
						states.
					
				

				
					
						Aside from uniform color, during the early years of the Revo-
					
				

				
					
						lution the only real distinctive United States Army insignia were
					
				

				
					
						pewter buttons with the initials U. S. 
					
					
						A. 
					
					
						intertwined. Later, towards
					
				

				
					
						the end of the war, some officers began to wear a small pewter or
					
				

				
					
						silver eagle in the center oftheir hat's black COCkade@
					
				

				
					
						Insignia of rank was a green epaulette on the 
					
					
						~
					
				

			

			
				
					
						-
					
				

			

			
				
					
						right shoulder for a corporal and a
					
				

			

			
				
					
						'A
					
				

			

			
				
					
						. red epaulette .for a sergeant. Offic-
					
				

				
					
						ers often wore gold lace on their hats
					
				

				
					
						or silver epaulettes, Generals wore
					
				

				
					
						gold epaulettes on both shoulders, sometimes with a
					
				

				
					
						star to indicate Brigadier General or Major General.
					
				

				
					
						General Washington also directed that key officers
					
				

				
					
						wear colored ribbons across their chests for identification.
					
				

				
					
						Early in the American Revolution, Congress voted to award
					
				

				
					
						gold medals to outstanding military leaders. The first such medal
					
				

				
					
						was struck to honor George Washington for his service in driving
					
				

				
					
						the British from Boston in 1776. Similar medals were bestowed
					
				

				
					
						upon General Horatio Gates for his victory at the Battle of Saratoga
					
				

				
					
						and Captain John Paul Jones after his famous naval engagement
					
				

				
					
						with the 
					
					
						Serapis 
					
					
						in 1779. Unlike present practice, however, these
					
				

				
					
						were large, presentation medals not designed to be worn on the
					
				

				
					
						military uniform although General Gates por-
					
				

				
					
						trait shows the medal hanging on a neck rib-
					
				

				
					
						bon. Interestingly, once the dies were cut for
					
				

				
					
						these medals, many copies were manufac-
					
				

				
					
						tured and distributed by the mint as com-
					
				

				
					
						memorative medals to instill patriotic ,
					
				

				
					
						pride in the new country's victories.;\f·
					
				

				
					
						Many ofthese early commemorative me-k"
					
				

				
					
						dallions are still being struck and 
					
					
						offered~,
					
				

				
					
						for sale by the U. S. Mint.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Colonel Frank Foster,
					
				

				
					
						U.S. Army, Retired
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