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						Introduction
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Precious Ramotswe had become used to being the only private detective 
					
				

				
					
						in town, in fact the only one in the whole country. She had not 
					
				

				
					
						expected competition. But she was not a woman to give up easily.
					
				

				
					
						... ‘There’s one other thing,’ said Mma Makutsi. ‘These detectives  
					
				

				
					
						are men.’
					
				

				
					
						‘Ah,’ said Mma Ramotswe. ‘That is a good thing, and a bad thing 
					
				

				
					
						too.’ 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Life at the No.*1 Ladies’ Detective Agency becomes more 
					
				

				
					
						difficult with the surprising arrival of a new detective in town. 
					
				

				
					
						Ex-CID
					
					
						†
					
					
						. Ex-New York. Ex-cellent!
						 reads the sign outside the 
					
				

				
					
						new agency, and the owner certainly sounds experienced. 
					
				

				
					
						But will he be able to solve the kinds of cases that come to 
					
				

				
					
						Mma
					
					
						‡
					
					
						 Ramotswe? Daily life in Botswana is not like New York, 
					
				

				
					
						and the people are not the same either. Mma Ramotswe has 
					
				

				
					
						the advantage because she understands the local people, their 
					
				

				
					
						traditions and their problems. But competition must always be 
					
				

				
					
						taken seriously …
					
				

				
					
						And Mma Ramotswe is not the only one with problems to 
					
				

				
					
						solve: her secretary, Mma Makutsi, has difficulties in 
						her
						 life 
					
				

				
					
						too. First, there is the question of how to earn more money, and 
					
				

				
					
						then there is the problem of finding a husband. Time is running 
					
				

				
					
						out if she wants to meet a man of her own age. So where should 
					
				

				
					
						she look, and what sort of man is she looking for? 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						*
					
					
						 no.: short for 
						number
					
				

				
					
						†
					
					
						 
					
					
						CID: a group of police detectives that were feared in South Africa under 
					
				

				
					
						white governments
					
				

				
					
						‡
					
					
						 Mma: 
						Mrs
						 or 
						Madam
						 in Setswana, the language spoken by most people in 
					
				

				
					
						Botswana
					
				

			

			
				
					
						v
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						In 
						The Kalahari Typing School for Men
						, Mma Ramotswe needs 
					
				

				
					
						all her intelligence and understanding to bring satisfactory 
					
				

				
					
						solutions to her clients, and Mma Makutsi finds that the simplest 
					
				

				
					
						ideas are often the best. With the help of many cups of red bush 
					
				

				
					
						tea
					
					
						*
					
					
						, life at the No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency continues in its 
					
				

				
					
						gentle, unhurried way, guided by the wise and sensible Precious 
					
				

				
					
						Ramotswe.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Alexander McCall Smith was born in Zimbabwe, and grew 
					
				

				
					
						up there until he left to study at university in Scotland. He 
					
				

				
					
						returned to Africa to teach law at the University of Botswana, 
					
				

				
					
						and his love of the country comes through clearly in his books. 
					
				

				
					
						His characters are not just invented; he has known many people 
					
				

				
					
						like Mma Ramotswe, Mr JLB Matekoni and their friends. 
					
				

				
					
						He returned to Scotland to teach medical law at Edinburgh 
					
				

				
					
						University. During his working life he has written more than 
					
				

				
					
						fifty non-fiction books, but 
						The No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
						 
					
				

				
					
						was his first mystery story. It appeared in 1999 and was an 
					
				

				
					
						immediate success. Other books followed. McCall Smith has 
					
				

				
					
						said that he could not leave Mma Ramotswe at the end of the 
					
				

				
					
						first book. ‘It seemed rather rude,’ he says. ‘Like getting up in 
					
				

				
					
						the middle of a conversation and leaving the room.’   
					
				

				
					
						The books have been translated into thirty-nine languages 
					
				

				
					
						and have sold over fourteen million copies around the world 
					
				

				
					
						– including in Botswana, where they are very popular. In 
					
				

				
					
						2004, the 
						No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
						 books won two prizes 
					
				

				
					
						for British writers. There have now been nine books about 
					
				

				
					
						Mma Ramotswe’s detective agency. McCall Smith’s millions of 
					
				

				
					
						readers wait for each new book to appear, happy to read as much 
					
				

				
					
						as he wants to write about Mma Ramotswe and her friends. 
					
				

				
					
						‘People enjoy the books,’ McCall Smith has said, ‘and it’s almost 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						* red bush tea: a South African tea made from red leaves
					
				

			

			
				
					
						vi
					
				

			

			[image: 147972079.146.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.147.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.148.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.149.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.150.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.151.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.152.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.154.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.155.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.156.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.157.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.158.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.160.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.161.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.162.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.163.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.164.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.166.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.167.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.168.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.169.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.170.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.002.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.003.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.004.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.005.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.006.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.007.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.008.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.009.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.010.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.011.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.012.png]
			
			[image: 147972079.013.png]
			
		

		
			
				
					
						unkind to say that I’m not going to write any more.’ 
					
				

				
					
						Alexander McCall Smith now lives in Edinburgh with his wife 
					
				

				
					
						Elizabeth, a doctor. He has also written other fiction, including 
					
				

				
					
						the 
						44 Scotland Street
						 and the 
						Portuguese Irregular Verbs
						 books. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Many people have learnt about the beautiful country of 
					
				

				
					
						Botswana through McCall Smith’s stories. It is a small country 
					
				

				
					
						in southern Africa with fewer than two million people. Most 
					
				

				
					
						of Botswana is covered by the Kalahari Desert, and it is home 
					
				

				
					
						to many different animals and birds, which tourists come to 
					
				

				
					
						see. Britain governed Botswana from 1885 until 1966, when 
					
				

				
					
						Botswana became independent. Now, the economy is growing 
					
				

				
					
						and the capital, Gaborone, is the fastest-growing city in Africa. 
					
				

				
					
						But like all African countries, Botswana has its problems. 
					
				

				
					
						Many people suffer from AIDS
					
					
						*
					
					
						. There is more crime than 
					
				

				
					
						before. As the country becomes more modern, the traditional 
					
				

				
					
						way of life is disappearing, and the attitudes of younger people 
					
				

				
					
						are not the same as the attitudes of their parents and grandparents. 
					
				

				
					
						Change is happening quickly. 
					
				

				
					
						Mma Ramotswe and her friends are proud of modern 
					
				

				
					
						Botswana, but they try to live by the traditional values. Away 
					
				

				
					
						from Gabarone the real Botswana can still be found, and Mma 
					
				

				
					
						Ramotswe loves her journeys out into the country in her little 
					
				

				
					
						white van. 
					
				

				
					
						Africa is an important part of these books, and it is impossible to 
					
				

				
					
						imagine the stories placed in any other part of the world. Thanks 
					
				

				
					
						to Mma Ramotswe, many people have learnt about Botswana, 
					
				

				
					
						and understand what makes it such a wonderful country.
					
				

				
					
						There are other Penguin Readers about Mma Ramotswe and 
					
				

				
					
						her friends. Look for 
						The No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
						 (Level 3) 
					
				

				
					
						and 
						Tears of the Giraffe
						 (Level 4).
					
				

			

			
				
					
						* AIDS: a very serious disease that often causes death
					
				

			

			
				
					
						vii
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						Chapter 1   
					
				

				
					
						How to Find a Man and a Business Idea 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						‘I must remember,’ thought Mma Ramotswe, ‘how lucky I am in 
					
				

				
					
						this life.’ Sitting in the garden of her house in Zebra Drive, and 
					
				

				
					
						looking up at the high, blue Botswana sky, Precious Ramotswe 
					
				

				
					
						thought about the things that made her life so fortunate. 
					
				

				
					
						She was the owner of Botswana’s only detective agency, the 
					
				

				
					
						No.
					
					
						 
					
					
						 Ladies’ Detective Agency, which successfully kept almost 
					
				

				
					
						all of its clients happy. (There were some clients, she knew, who 
					
				

				
					
						could never be satisfied.) Still only in her late thirties, Mma 
					
				

				
					
						Ramotswe had her house in Botswana’s capital, Gaborone. She 
					
				

				
					
						had two orphan children, a boy and a girl, to bring life and fun 
					
				

				
					
						into the house. With these things in her life, she could honestly 
					
				

				
					
						say that nothing more was needed. 
					
				

				
					
						But there was more. Some time ago Mma Ramotswe had 
					
				

				
					
						agreed to marry Mr JLB Matekoni, the owner of Tlokweng 
					
				

				
					
						Road Speedy Motors. He was thought to be the best mechanic 
					
				

				
					
						in Botswana, a good man and a gentle one.
					
				

				
					
						Mr JLB Matekoni could not be described as an exciting man, 
					
				

				
					
						but he was not dull either. Mma Ramotswe had been married 
					
				

				
					
						once before, to a man who many girls would think of as exciting, 
					
				

				
					
						and she did not want excitement again. No, she thought, 
					
				

				
					
						Mr JLB Matekoni was perfect; you could sit with him for hours 
					
				

				
					
						and although he might not say anything very important, he was 
					
				

				
					
						certainly not boring. Of course he talked a lot about cars. He 
					
				

				
					
						thought they had their own personalities, and he could tell just 
					
				

				
					
						by looking at a car what sort of owner it had. 
					
				

				
					
						Mma Ramotswe and Mr JLB Matekoni had met thanks to 
					
				

				
					
						her little white van. He had repaired it for her, and afterwards 
					
				

				
					
						she had often visited him at the garage. Then one morning the 
					
				

				
					
						little white van had refused to start, and Mr JLB Matekoni had 
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